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Times change and life moves 
on, just like people and 
everything else around us. And 
of course, music and symphony 
orchestras must also be a part 
of this natural transformation 
as well.

A transformation that knows 
no frontiers, obstacles or curbs 
to check its progress. If there is 
a drawback to its progress, then 
the only pre-requisite that 
cannot be overlooked is QUALITY.

In the quest for Excellence, QUA-
LITY is the condition that the 
txistu player Garikoitz Mendiza-
bal has taken as a reference 
point for designing Txistu Sym-
phonic. Quality of interpretation 
and quality of repertoire are the 
two fundamental ingredients 
that give this ambitious work 
true meaning.

The interpretive maturity of 
Garikoitz is such that when we 
listen to the txistu as a solo 
instrument with a Symphony 
Orchestra, we see it as an ins-
trument that pervades and 
transmits, a dynamic instrument 
aligned with the tuning of the 
others; in short, JUST ANOTHER 
INSTRUMENT.
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With the repertoire, Garikoitz is 
in luxury company. Original 
pieces for txistu and symphony 
orchestra (such as “Eresoinka”, 
written by Isabel Urrutia), toge-
ther with a choice selection of 
musical literature by renowned 
artists such as Guridi and Pablo 
Solozabal, bestow the required 
degree of quality on any sym-
phonic event for the audience 
to perceive the txistu as a 
quality concert instrument.

Programming music for the 
txistu is not a risk... it’s a suc-
cess! And the proof is that 
Txistu Symphonic has been per-
formed with the Bilbao Sym-
phony Orchestra in venues such 

as the Euskalduna Conference 
Centre and Concert Hall in 
Bilbao and in South Korea with 
the Chun Cheon and Gyonbook 
Philharmonic Orchestras.

PROMOTIONAK DVD.
http://bit.ly/1vWYvm6
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GARIKOITZ MENDIZABAL

As the maximum exponent of the 
txistu, Garikoitz Mendizabal has 
taken on the challenge of alig-
ning the growth and progres-
sion of the txistu itself to that of 
his own career. He holds a 
Higher Graduate Diploma in 
Music (Txistu), graduating with 
Honours from the San Sebas-
tián Higher School of Music. 

Garikoitz was awarded 1st Prize 
on two occasions in the Basque 
Country Competition for Txistu 
Players, and 1st Prize in 2002 in 
the Competition for Bands of 
Txistu Players held in Rentería 
(Gipuzkoa) with the Vitoria Muni-
cipal Band of Txistu Players, of 
which he was the Director.

As a soloist, Garikoitz has perfor-
med with highly prestigious 
orchestras such as the Madrid 
Symphony Orchestra, The Bra-
tislava Symphony Orchestra, St 
Petersburg State Symphony 
Orchestra, the Symphony 
Orchestra of the Gran Teatre 
del Liceu (Barcelona), the Eus-
kadi Symphony Orchestra, the 
Bilbao Symphony Orchestra, 

the Chun Cheon and Gyonbook 
Philharmonic Orchestras of 
South Korea and the Madrid Mu-
nicipal Band of Txistu Players.

Garikoitz also collaborates with 
folk groups such as Korrontzi 
and has shared stage with mu-
sicians of the calibre of Carlos 
Núñez and Kepa Junkera.

With many records to his name, 
Garikoitz is totally committed to 
his instrument and culture. He 
combines his work as a soloist 
with his responsibilities as 
Director of the Bilbao Municipal 
Band of Txistu Players, and has 
recently been named a member 
of the Royal Basque Society of 
Friends of the Country.
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