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BIHURRIKERITAN is a top-
quality, virtuoso show in which 
Garikoitz makes full use of all his 
technical and interpretive skills. 
On this occasion, there’s no 
reason not to compare the txistu 
with a violin: it’s more than a 
match for it.

And with just three holes and 
one hand?

Absolutely. This traditional 
Basque instrument takes on 
never-ending scales, dizzying 
leaps and a détaché that will 
leave the listener amazed. What’s 
more, to make it even more diffi-
cult, this highly-skilled musician 
plays his tabor drum at the 
same time, all of which ensures a 
high risk show.

This is a solo recital by Garikoitz, 
performed with the clear objecti-
ve of reviving this Basque tradi-
tion, a legacy which has been 
passed from one generation of 
txistu players to the next. Unfor-
gettable maestros such as 
Polentzi Gezala, José Luis Garay 
and our beloved Boni Fernán-
dez, the predecessor of Garikoitz 
as Director of the Bilbao Munici-
pal Band of Txistu Players.

Classic pieces, polkas and even 
a biribilketa appear alongside 
artists such as Intxausti, Corto 
and Ansorena. And there’s a sur-
prise as well: a spectacular ver-
sion of a gypsy violin classic, 

Monti’s Czardas, brings Garikoitz’ 
txistu to the forefront as never 
before.

All these ingredients make up so-
mething unique, fresh and 
unforgettable. A tremendous 
display of energy and techni-
cal expertise by Garikoitz and his 
txistu that we can all enjoy.

Link to the track: 
http://bit.ly/1qOBUbe
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V. Kontrapasa........................................................................Santos Inchausti

Mari Zeli (Polka) ....................................................Federico Corto (1868-1925)

Behatzak (Kontradantza) ...................................Ezezaguna (1877-1950)

Jo, mutillak gogoz .........................................Isidro Ansorena (1892-1975)

Orripekoa ........................................................................................Corto Anaiak

Arin ariña ...............................................................................................Herrikoia

Erandio Goikoa (Biribilketa)......................R.A. de Santiago (1907-1983)

Bisitan 1 ................................................................................. Xabi Zabala (1967-)

Bolero “Tocata Antigua” .......................................................... Ezezaguna

Marirxu ..................................................................... J.I. Ansorena / I. Ansorena

IV. Kontrapasa..................................................Santos Inchausti (1868-1925)

Bisitan 2 .................................................................................Xabi Zabala (1967)

Artzaik kantak...................................................Eusebio Basurko (1856-1921)

Kontradanza.....................................................................................Ezezaguna

Czardak .................................................................................V. Monti (1868-1922)

TRACK LIST
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GARIKOITZ MENDIZABAL

As the maximum exponent of the 
txistu, Garikoitz Mendizabal has 
taken on the challenge of alig-
ning the growth and progres-
sion of the txistu itself to that of 
his own career. He holds a 
Higher Graduate Diploma in 
Music (Txistu), graduating with 
Honours from the San Sebas-
tián Higher School of Music. 

Garikoitz was awarded 1st Prize 
on two occasions in the Basque 
Country Competition for Txistu 
Players, and 1st Prize in 2002 in 
the Competition for Bands of 
Txistu Players held in Rentería 
(Gipuzkoa) with the Vitoria Muni-
cipal Band of Txistu Players, of 
which he was the Director.

As a soloist, Garikoitz has perfor-
med with highly prestigious 
orchestras such as the Madrid 
Symphony Orchestra, The Bra-
tislava Symphony Orchestra, St 
Petersburg State Symphony 
Orchestra, the Symphony 
Orchestra of the Gran Teatre 
del Liceu (Barcelona), the Eus-
kadi Symphony Orchestra, the 
Bilbao Symphony Orchestra, 

the Chun Cheon and Gyonbook 
Philharmonic Orchestras of 
South Korea and the Madrid Mu-
nicipal Band of Txistu Players.

Garikoitz also collaborates with 
folk groups such as Korrontzi 
and has shared stage with mu-
sicians of the calibre of Carlos 
Núñez and Kepa Junkera.

With many records to his name, 
Garikoitz is totally committed to 
his instrument and culture. He 
combines his work as a soloist 
with his responsibilities as 
Director of the Bilbao Municipal 
Band of Txistu Players, and has 
recently been named a member 
of the Royal Basque Society of 
Friends of the Country.
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